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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0003103A2] This invention concerns down-the-hole drilling, where there is a persistent problem in providing an adequately controlled
flow of flushing fluid to the face of the drill bit. In known down-the-hole drills turbulence and closed circuits of the flushing fluid tend to erode the bit
and reduce its lifespan. The invention seeks to lessen these drawbacks by providing for the flow of flushing fluid to be divided into a component
directed along a first cavity (22, 24) which terminates at the face (18) of the bit and another component directed along a second cavity (28, 30)
which terminates above the face and is deflected up the drill hole. Weakening of the bit is avoided if there is at most one bore through the bit for
flushing fluid.
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