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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4296791A] The invention concerns a folding door of the kind having a primary panel pivoted about one axis on a frame, and a secondary
panel articulated with respect to the primary panel and engaging a slide guide which is perpendicular to the pivotal axis of the primary panel.
According to the invention, the two panels are articulated by links pivotally connected to each of the primary and secondary panels at second and
third axes respectively, and the secondary panel engages the slide guide at a fourth axis located at an intermediate point along the panel, all the
four axes being disposed centrally of the thickness of the panels; furthermore, the distance between the second and third axes is equal to the
thickness of the panels, and the distance between the third and fourth axes is the same as between the first and second axes. With this construction,
the door will open in a substantially smaller space than a conventional door and in addition it can be opened by a simple pushing action. The door is
thus suitable for use by handicapped persons in e.g. hospitals and community homes.
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