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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4317656A] The invention contemplates an improved deflection-switch mechanism for a conveyor system which continuously handles
a succession of articles, such as like sheets or sheet-like workpieces, on a first conveyor, and which sorts them in alternation to one and then to
the other of two further conveyors, whereby in each of the further conveyors the sorted articles are more greatly separated and therefore can be
subjected to more effective deceleration prior to their uniformly stacked accumulation. The deflection mechanism of the switch is vacuum-operative
upon individual articles, relying upon their spatial distribution in the first conveyor as a basic determinant of whether a particular article is to be
automatically deflected or switched, by effectively synchronous commutation, into one or into the other of the two further-conveyor paths. The
switching deflection is accomplished continuously and without imposing any limitation upon the smooth high-speed transport of incoming articles to
their finally stacked destination.
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