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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4357764A] A submarine vehicle for collecting and raising materials resting on the sea bed at great depths, of the type comprising a load-
bearing structure, collecting elements for the materials, storage silos for storing the materials collected and/or the ballast material, transfer means
between said collecting elements and said silos, and main propellers for advancing the vehicle on the sea bed, said vehicle being characterized in
that said load-bearing structure is made of a buoyancy material, said structure being in the form of a ring having a longitudinal plane of symmetry
and defining the stem, stern and sides of said vehicle, and defining between them a free central space, the outer surface of said structure forming
the hull of said vehicle, said storage silos being arranged in the free central space and fixed to said load-bearing structure, said collecting elements
being arranged in front of and below said stem, said main propellers also being fixed to the lower surface of said load-bearing structure.
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