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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0034511A2] The invention aims to obtain varistors (resistors made from ceramic material with a non-linear characteristic of the current as
a function of voltage) having low threshold voltage, of the order of 5 to 10 volts. For this purpose, the fact is used that the threshold voltage (starting
point of an exponential increase in the ohmic value) depends on the intergranular potential barriers of the crystallites situated in the ceramic between
the two electrodes. Therefore the diameter of the grains is increased, up to a limit of some twenty microns, and the electrodes are brought together
until 50 microns apart by constructing interdigitated metallisations (11, 12) deposited on a plate (1) made from a material based on ZnO sintered so
as to exhibit the desired grain size. Application to the protection of electronic circuits. <IMAGE>
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