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Abstract (en)
The thermally actuated switch comprises an elongate thermal strip supported at one end by a bolt (18). The free end is bifurcated to form a contact
arm (20) and a compensator arm (22) extending parallel to each other but being movable relative to each other on flexing of the arms. An electrical
heater element (26) is provided between the bifurcated section and the bolt. At least the part of the arm adjacent the heater is a bimetallic strip. The
contact arm (20) supports a moving contact (32) which moves between fixed contacts (34,36) supported on a base (12) by an insulating support
(38) and contact fingers (40,42). Movement of the compensator arm (22) is limited by adjustable screw stops (44,46) adjustably supported on
brackets (48,50). The switch is used in control of diesel engine glow plugs where a constant thermal operating time is required over a lower ambient
temperature range and under compensated performance is required at higher engine temperatures.
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