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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO8102804A1] A telephone answering device of the reel-to-reel type, in which a pre-recorded broadcast message is on a first portion (184)
of at least a first track (1) of a multitrack recording tape (30), and incoming messages are recorded on a second portion (186) of other tracks (2-13)
of the multi-track recording tape (30). A sensor (188), such as a foil, a coded recorded interval, a predetermined tone, or the like, is on the recording
tape (30) between the first portion (184) and second portion (186). A supply reel (14) and take-up reel (44) are provided, and in the start position,
that is, when the device is awaiting the receipt of an incoming call, at least a portion of the tape is wound on the supply reel (14) in a first section
thereof. The first section of the supply reel (14) has a pawl (46) mounted thereon, which is restrained to a retracted position by the tape wound
thereon. When a call is received, a drive motor (96) engages the take-up reel and moves the tape (30) adjacent both a broadcast head (134), which
first transmits the broadcast message to the incoming caller, and also past a recording head (136) which records the message which the incoming
caller wishes to leave. When the tape has unwound from the supply reel (14) so that the first section is free of the reel, the pawl (46) mounted on
the supply reel (14) extends outwardly and engages an arm (56). Further rotation of the supply reel (14) causes the pawl (46) to move the arm (56).
The arm (56) engages ratchet teeth (160) on a multi-level cam (148) and rotates the multi-level cam (148) to position the recording head (136) which
bears against the multi-level cam (148) adjacent the next available track for recording an incoming message. Further movement of the arm (56)
disengages the drive motor (96) from the take-up reel (44). The arm (56) is resiliently biased to its initial position and resists the movement caused
by the pawl (46). The foil sensor (188), which is between the first portion (184) and the second portion (186) of the multi-track recording tape (30)
is utilized to activate appropriate electronic circuitry during playback, so that the drive motor (96) may be reengaged each time the foil sensor (188)
is detected, thereby allowing rapid listening of all of the recorded messages, without listening to the outgoing broadcast message. Further, manual
operation for positioning the record head (136) during playback allows selective positioning thereof adjacent any desired track. The electronic
controls also switch the record head (136) to the playback mode during the playback operation.
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