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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0048418A1] An improved multicolor ribbon cassette system for use with a printing mechanism (12). A ribbon cassette (20) is carried
on a plate (26) which is pivotally connected to a shuttle mechanism (14). The plate (26) rotates about an axis which is perpendicular to a printing
medium (24) and the portion (22a) of the ribbon adjacent the printing mechanism (12). The pivot plate (26) is tilted up or down to position a different
part of the ribbon in alignment with the printing mechanism (12). The configuration of the device is such that the ribbon will remain parallel to the
printing medium (24) as it is tilted. The position of the pivot plate (26) is controlled by means of a barrel cam (32) driven by a stepper motor (36).
The stepper motor is controlled by a logic circuit. An optical sensor (42) is also connected to the logic circuit to determine whether a single color or
multicolor cassette (20) is in position.
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