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Abstract (en)

[origin: US4387935A] A linear magnetic bearing includes a stator member (16) stationary relative to x, y and z axes and having a longitudinal

axis on the z axis as well as a member (15) longitudinally translatable relative to said axes. The translatable member (15) is controlled to have a
longitudinal axis coincident with the z axis. Permanent magnets (36 and 37) on one of the members positions the translatable member (15) in a
plane defined by the x-y axes relative to the stationary member (16). The position of the translatable member (15) is sensed by sensors (41 and 42)
relative to the stationary member (16) in the plane defined by the x-y axes. Electro-magnets (38 and 39) on one member (23) responds to the sensor
(41 and 42) to center the longitudinal axis of the translatable member (15) on the z axis. First low reluctance magnetic flux paths for the permanent
magnets (36 and 37) exist through both of the members and a radial air gap (32, 33, 34 and 35) between the members. Second low reluctance
magnetic flux paths exist for the electro-magnets through both of the members and a radial air gap (34 and 35) so no net force is applied to the
translatable member in the direction of the z axis by either the permanent magnet means or the electro-magnets. The first and second low reluctance
flux paths are arranged so that both the electro-magnets and permanent magnets share a common air gap but the electro-magnet fluxes do not
pass through the high reluctance permanent magnets. One of the members includes two fixedly spaced elements (23 and 24) along the z axis. Each
fixedly spaced element (23 and 24) has four radial pole faces (27, 28, 29 and 30) for the permanent magnet flux paths.
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