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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4573528A] An improved heat exchanger, applicable especially, but not exclusively, to a steam generator, preferably with straight or
corrugated tubes (5) arranged in vertical concentric rows. The tubes (5) are maintained at certain axial levels thereof by concentric supporting
systems, each of which consists of a zigzag circular strip (21) having alternate trapezoidal cells, and welded to a surrounding supporting strip (20).
In the systems disposed at uncorrugated or "fixed" axial levels, the zigzag strip cells are shut off, after installation of the tubes (5), by a closing strip
(22) to which is welded the supporting strip (20n) of the supporting system which is adjacent along the radial direction of the cylindrical casing (11),
characterized in that at least some of the supporting systems (20, 21 . . . 20n, 21n) are independent of the supporting systems in the radial direction
and form groups of supporting systems, and in that radial arms (14, 14', 14n) are provided for retaining said independent supporting systems.
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