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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4573673A] An article feed mechanism for use in association with a franking device which operates on mail, comprises a feeding
mechanism which includes an article feed path which is oriented so that it may be connected over a feed path of the franking device and which
includes two separately driven conveyor sections. The first conveyor is driven by a drive motor and comprises a plurality of drive rollers which
operate on the articles which are arranged in a stack at a stacking area and delivers them one at a time to the second conveyor mechanism which
includes a pressure drive roller acting to drive the lowermost one of the articles under a sliding apron and then for advancing it into association with
a driven roller cooperating with another overhead roller. A first sensor is located between the pressure roller and the cooperating over and under
rollers and it acts when an article is advanced to disconnect the drive motor for the first conveyor. After the article leaves the sensor the sensor acts
on a second motor to slow down a second driving conveyor. A second sensor is located downstream of the first sensor and it acts when an article
approaches it to rapidly decelerate the second drive motor for the second conveyor.
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