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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4489653A] A clamping device for thin flexible printing plates has a tensioning rail at the trailing wall of a wide longitudinal groove in the
plate cylinder. The tensioning unit is mounted for axial and peripheral adjustment on a support of "L" cross-section having a first leg seated with
respect to the bottom of the groove and a second leg presenting an upstanding reference surface interposed between the tensioning rail and the
trailing wall of the groove. A set of tensioning springs recessed in the tensioning rail bear against the reference surface and apply peripheral tension
to the plate. A spring detent latches the tensioning rail temporarily against the reference surface, overcoming the tensioning springs while the trailing
edge of the plate is being gripped. The spring detent is mounted upon and movable with the support. Screws having a plurality of selectable holes
anchor the support in a series of peripheral positions for accommodation of plates of different length. A plurality of jack screws threaded into the
tensioning rail have tips which bear against the reference surface on the support for removing slack from the plate and for tensioning of the plate
about the surface of the cylinder.
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