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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4783984A] Apparatus for folding a sheet metal element comprises a frame, two carriers carried by the frame, and two gripping platens
which are secured to respective ones of the carriers and at least one of which is movable in unison with the associated carrier transversely to the
sheet metal element gripped between said platens. At least one bending tool is provided, which is movable generally parallel to the sheet metal
element and is also movable transversely to the sheet metal element and is operatively connected to drive means for moving the tool in said two
directions. The tool cooperates with one of the gripping platens, which constitutes a backing tool. In order to prevent a deflection of the gripping
platens during the folding operation, those drive means which serve to move the bending tool generally parallel to the sheet metal element is
supported by the carrier which carries that gripping platen which serves as a backing tool.
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