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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0078352A1] A process is provided for expanding tobacco by means of overwetting the tobacco to a moisture content of at least 20%,
preferably from 20% to about 80%, and then overdrying the tobacco in a period of a few seconds in a turbulent steam atmosphere to a moisture
content of less than 7% to achieve increased filling power. The overwetted tobacco is preferably dried to a moisture content of less than 7% within a
time period of less than 5 seconds. It is preferred that the tobacco be dried to a moisture content of less than 5%, and even more preferred that it be
dried to a moisture content of less than 3%. The turbulent steam drying atmosphere preferably comprises at least about 60% steam. Typically, the
tobacco is bulked for from about 1/4 hour to 4 hours after it is overwetted to allow the moisture to be distributed within and absorbed by the tobacco
cellular structure of substantial portions of the tobacco. Subsequent to overdrying, the tobacco is typically remoisturized to a processing moisture
content of about 12%.

IPC 1-7
A24B 3/18

IPC 8 full level
A24B 3/18 (2006.01)

CPC (source: EP)
A24B 3/182 (2013.01)

Cited by
AU570599B2; DE3441649A1; JPWO2015098743A1; EP3087851A4; RU2649926C2; WO2015098743A1

Designated contracting state (EPC)
BE FR GB IT NL

DOCDB simple family (publication)
EP 0078352 A1 19830511; EP 0078352 B1 19860618; MY 8700901 A 19871231

DOCDB simple family (application)
EP 81305197 A 19811030; MY 8700901 A 19871230

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP0078352B1?&section=Biblio&called_by=GPI
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP81305197&lng=en&tab=main
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19850101&symbol=A24B0003180000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=A24B0003180000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=A24B3/182

