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Abstract (en)
A sewing machine has two needles (44, 46) each supported in a needle holder (48, 50) which is horizontally displacable, to present one needle (44
or 46) to an active workstation in a prethreaded manner and simultaneously shift the other needle (44 or 46), which has a different thread therein,
into an adjacent inactive position. As the needles (44,46) are being shifted, the needle (44 or 46) moving to inactive status has its thread (160 or
170) clamped against the needle holder (48 or 50) by a wheel (68 or 74), to secure the thread (160 or 170) from being pulled therefrom or straying.
A vacuum tube (78) arranged at each respective inactive position or station sucks the tail of the thread (160 or 170) therein. Alternatively, a thread
wiping finger (202 or 204) may clink the thread end against an associated plate (222 or 224) and wipe it out of the way. Two thread guides (138),
one for each thread (160, 170), are arranged for vertical movement, to pullback on the dangling thread (160 or 170) of the inactive needle to prevent
it from whipping during its inactive status.
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