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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4545755A] An apparatus for pressing a fluent powder into a rigid body comprises a die formed with an upwardly open and laterally closed
pressing cavity adapted to hold a mass of the fluent particles to be pressed and a punch having a lower portion substantially complementary to
and fittable in the pressing cavity and having a lower face engageable with the mass in the cavity. This punch is formed with a throughgoing vent
passage having a lower end opening at the lower face and an upper end opening thereabove to the surroundings. An actuator can displace the
punch relative to the die between an upper position clear thereof and a lower position engaged in the cavity and compressing the mass therein and
through an intermediate position between the upper and lower positions. A valve body in the passage permits free gas flow therethrough when the
punch is in and between the intermediate and upper positions and blocks flow therethrough between the intermediate and lower positions.
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