Title (en)
Preparation of carboxylic acids and esters thereof.

Title (de)
Herstellung von Carbonséuren und deren Estern.

Title (fr)
Préparation d'acides carboxyliques et leurs esters.

Publication
EP 0106656 A1 19840425 (EN)

Application
EP 83306161 A 19831012

Priority
+ GB 8229988 A 19821020
+ GB 8300888 A 19830113

Abstract (en)
A carboxylic acid or an ester thereof having at least two carbon atoms more than formic acid is prepared by reacting at elevated temperature
e.g. 100 to 250°C formic acid or a formate ester with an olefin e.g. ethylene in the presence of, as catalyst, a Group VIII noble metal e.g. iridium,
preferably promoted by iodide, to cause addition of the formic acid or ester to the olefin and form the a higher acid e.g. propionic acid or ester
thereof.A strong acid such as a sulphonic acid may be used as a copromoter. The catalyst is employed in solution.
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