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Abstract (en)
A secondary or back-up protection device, for use in protecting telephone apparatus against lightning or other surges, comprises a pair of electrodes
(22, 24) abutting one another. At least one of the electrodes has its abutting surface portion coated by an oxide layer (26). The oxide layer insulates
the two electrodes from one another until its breakdown voltage is reached, whereupon the layer is punctured and conduction between the
electrodes is permitted. Preferably both electrodes have oxide layers on their abutting surfaces. Generally the device will be used in combination
with a gas tube device which is the primary protector. Conveniently the secondary device electrodes then comprise a pair of washers mounted on an
insulated spigot (20) protruding from one of the electrodes of the gas tube device.
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