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Abstract (en)
A radiation-controllable thyristor is disclosed, which includes an electrical trigger main thyristor (32) having four semiconductor layers (22, 24, 26,
30a) each having mutually different conductivity types, and a plurality of stages of pilot thyristors (38-1, 38-2, 38-3) commonly having three other
layers (22, 24, 26) excluding one emitter layer (30a) of the above main thyristor. First-stage one of the pilot thyristors is a light-triggering type thyristor
(38-1) having a photosensing area onto which a control radiation, such as light (h<sub>v</sub>) beam, is irradiated. A collector electrode (36) is
provided on another emitter layer (26) of the main thyristor (32) in such a way as to substantially surround the above pilot thyristors (38-1, 38-2,
38-3).
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