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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0109725A2] A method and apparatus for preparing a proof or sample of an ink (as herein defined) as a preliminary to its being employed
in a printing or coating process to enable its colour and coating capability to be determined. A quantity of the ink is applied to a first roller the surface
of which is engraved. The ink is evenly distributed over the roller using a doctor-blade set as to wipe the roller surface clean and leave the ink only
in the engraving. A second roller of resiliently deformable material is moved into contact with the inked roller so causing ink to be transferred to the
surface of the second roller until equilibrium is reached and a sheet of the substrate to be inked or coated is introduced into the nip between the two
rollers. Means is provided for cleaning the rollers after use. The second roller may be formed from two or more separate rollers spaced apart so as
to define separate inking surfaces or may be in the form of a single roller having one or more annular grooves to define the different inking surfaces
required.
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