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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0125809A2] In a distributed computer control system in which remote stations are interconnected by a communications link, the remote
stations take turns having supervisory control over the communications link. Each remote is numbered in sequence in a predetermined succession
order and takes its turn having control of the communications link in accordance with this succession order. When a remote station has completed
its turn of having supervisory control, it transmits a first control message over the communications link. The next remote station in the succession
order then takes control over the communications link by transmitting a second control message over the communications link. Each remote station
has two variable timers which are set in response to said first control message and said second control message, respectively, and have time out
intervals depending upon the offset of the receiving remote station from the remote station which transmitted the control message. If and when any of
these variable timers times out in a given remote station, then that remote station will assume control of the communications link by transmitting the
second control message on the communications link.
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