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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0129130A2] An apparatus is disclosed for sealing capsules, of the type comprised of telescopically engaging capsule halves. The
apparatus uses a longitudinally extended base with a movable conveyor mounted thereon. A capsule dispenser such as a hopper is located at the
infeed end of the conveyor. A fluid applicator means is located downstream of the capsule dispenser and applies an adhesion-promoting fluid to
the capsules. At least one capsule washing means located downstream of the fluid applicating means, applies a washing fluid to the outer surfaces
of the capsule to wash away excess adhesion-promoting fluid. The capsules are passed through a drying tunnel where excess washing fluid is
evaporated from the outer surfaces of the capsules. A dielectric energy means is located downstream of the drying means, and participates in
the sealing of the capsules by the application of dielectric energy to promote the bonding of the adjacent overlapping capsule walls. A collecting
means is located downstream of the dielectric energy means, and at the discharge end of the conveyor, and receives the fully treated capsules. The
apparatus may use one or two conveyors and can in all its embodiments attain capsule processing rates of up to 1 million capsules per hour.
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