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Abstract (en)
[origin: GB2140404A] Sensitised explosive blends of a water-in-oil emulsion and AN particles, e.g. AN or ANFO prills, have improved stability when
their structure hinders the loss of water from the aqueous emulsion phase and transfer of such water across the oil phase to the AN particles. Such
structure may be obtained by using an anionic emulsifying agent comprising a fatty acid salt, e.g. as formed in situ, to form the emulsion. Blends
stabilised in this manner form storage-stable packaged products and can be pumped to boreholes through an annular stream of aqueous liquid
flowing co-currently in the conduit. An emulsion is disclosed having a dispersed aqueous phase of oxidising salt solution and a continuous liquid
carbonaceous fuel phase which contains a fatty acid and a fatty acid salt as an emulsifying system, the weight ratio of oil to fatty acid being in the
range 1:1 to 3:1.
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