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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0131984A2] It is disclosed a looking device which allows the same single railway-truck to carry either containers and/or mobile boxes of
traditional structure, having thus the standard flat bottom, or that special type of mobile boxes having a "tunnel" bottom which have a larger loading
capability but, owing to said "tunnel" bottom, are presently susceptible and forseen to be transported only by road by suitable road-trucks. The height
of the loading platform in conventional railway-trucks is in fact such as not to allow said special mobile boxes with a "tunnel" bottom to be transported
because said special mobile boxes have a height exceeding that of the traditional containers and consequently the total height of said special boxes,
once loaded upon a standard railway-truck, would be such as to exceed the standard allowed height in the railway-traffic. The device according
to the present invention, exploiting the form of the "tunnel" at the bottom of said special boxes, allows said special boxes to be transported by a
railway-truck where the longitudinal main frame of said truck, which constitutes the loading platform, may be comprised inside the dimension of said
"tunnel", i.e. inside the two longitudinal main frame members of said "tunnel" bottom. The looking device comprises two plates supporting each a
dowel: the first one being a fixed plate (2) solidarly jointed to a supporting shaft and providing a lower-level loading surface whereby a fixed dowel
(3) is provided for coupling said mobile boxes having a "tunnel" bottom on to said railway-trucks; the second one being a mobile plate (4) carrying
a mobile dowel (5), said mobile plate (4) being sliding fitted to said supporting shaft and providing a higher-level loading surface whereby said
mobile dowel (5) is provided for coupling thereon containers and/or mobile boxes having the standard flat bottom. The mobile plate (4) supporting
the mobile dowel (5) may assume various working and/or non-working positions whereby said working positions of said mobile plate (4) may or
not overlap the position of said fixed plate (2). Said mobile plate (4) may also be tilted in a non-working position so as to ensure said railway-trucks
equipped with said looking device to provide the largest flexibility in carrying either standard or special containers and/or mobile boxes; said special
containers and/or mobile boxes being presently forseeen for transport by road only being of the type with a "tunnel" bottom. According to a preferred
embodiment, said looking device makes it possible to lower the loading platform surface, for said special mobile boxes with a "tunnel" bottom, about
170 mm. below the standard level of a loading platform in a conventional railway-truck and this without any substantial modification to the standard
main frame of said railway-trucks.
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