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Abstract (en)
A key actuated membrane switch comprises a key operated switch actuating member 101 in the form of a key module and a membrane switch
panel 111. The switch panel consists essentially of three membranes (112, 113, 114), one on top of the other, sealed together with adhesives. The
upper and the bottom membranes (112, 113) are each continuous and each has at least one contact (115) and a respective conductor formed on
its interior surface. The middle membrane (114) has at least one aperture (117) which defines a switch cell. The two contacts (115) are coaxially
aligned with the aperture so that pressure on the upper membrane (112) along the axis of the aperture, causes the two contacts to come together
and make a circuit. The membrane package is mounted, preferebly by an adhesive, on a rigid base 120. Pressure is selectively applied to the upper
membrane by means of the key operated switch actuating member (101) via the agency of a cantilevered single-arm spring (104) which acts to
apply leverage on the upper membrane (112) when the actuating member (101) is operated. The spring has a first portion which extends from the
supported end of the spring in a plane parallel to the plane of the upper membrane to the vertical axis of the said contacts, and a
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