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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0165893A2] 1. Device for controlling the brightness of fluorescent lamps by means of an adjustable phase control of each voltage
half wave of a feeding alternating-current system, the current switched from the time of the phase control to the next zero transition of the voltage
halfwave being supplied via a current-limiting ballast to the fluorescent lamp, the cathodes of the fluorescent lamp furthermore being continuously
and uncontrolledly heated by the alternating current system, and means being provided to supply higher-frequency energy to the fluorescent lamp
for its ignition, characterized by a trigger circuit (18) which can be fed by the voltage of the phasecontrolled halfwave of the system alternating
voltage and a damped resonant circuit (31) which can be charged, which is connected to the trigger circuit and to which the fluorescent lamps can
be connected with respect to alternating current, the damped oscillation of the resonant circuit (31) triggered by the trigger circuit having a higher
frequency than the frequency of the system alternating voltage and exhibiting at the beginning an electric power which is sufficient for igniting the
fluorescent lamp.
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