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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0167180A2] In a continuous centrifugal machine including an upwardly open frusto-conical centrifugal basket (12) secured to the upper
end of a shaft (14) journalled for rotation on bearings in a bearing housing (16), a surrounding curb wall (38), buffering assemblies (40) resiliently
mounting the bearing housing, and a drive motor (44) connected through pulleys (50, 82) and a belt (88) with the lower end of the shaft (14), the
driven belt pulley (82) is fixed below the basket shaft (14) and connected with it through a stub shaft (84) and a flexible coupling (86) that permits
angular and parallel misalignments of the shafts. An adjustable mounting arrangement for the driven pulley (82) enables adaptation of the stub shaft
position to variations of the set position of the basket shaft. The belt (88) extends through a radial tunnel (41) superposed by a stationary liquid
delivery tunnel (43) of the base structure of the machine, for minimal obstruction of the solids delivery space (28) inside the curb wall. The base
structure includes a radial support ring (36) which is spaced inside the curb wall and supports an annular chambering unit (160) that comprises
a radial annular base wall (62) and partitions (166, 172, 178) which form a liquid collecting chamber (26) outside the side wall of the basket. The
buffering assemblies (40) are joined to the base wall (62) so that these assemblies and the chambering unit (160), with the bearing housing and the
basket joined to them, can be preassembled as a unit and placed and fastened together on the support ring.
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