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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0176072A2] This electronic cash register system includes a means for storing a master file having reference data for the entirety of a set
of items of goods, a transfer means, and a plurality of electronic cash registers. Each of the registers includes a means for storing a sub file having
reference data for a subset of the set of items of goods, and a means for consulting the sub file for reference data for a particular item of goods
which is to be dealt with and for, if and only if the sub file does not hold the reference data, obtaining the reference data from the master file via the
transfer means. The system further includes a means for, according to data of goods dealt with, determining a subset of the set of items of goods the
members of which are often dealt with, and a means for updating the sub files kept at the electronic cash registers according to the thus determined
subset. Thereby the dealing with items of goods can mostly be accomplished locally. Accordingly, this sytem can increase the speed of transaction
processing, and the capacity of each local sub file storage means can be much smaller than the capacity of the master file storing means. If the
master file has become inoperative, effective transaction processing can still be provided for most transactions. And, since the sub files are updated
by the updating means, the data therein may be kept current.
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