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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO8504545A1] The unit has an input unit for connecting to a power source (11), and a phase differential control unit (16) for controlling the
power factor at the input and for maintaining a desired relationship between the output voltage and current. The unit further includes a heater control
unit (17) for providing heater voltage when starting the lamps (12) and for disconnecting the heater voltage when the lamps are on. A lamp starting
unit (18) is provided to alternatively apply full voltage across a single lamp and then apply full voltage across all lamps in series until all lamps are
on. Finally, a disconnected lamp sensor and current limiter unit (19) is provided to detect when one or more lamps are electrically disconnected and
to respond by limiting the current that may pass through the output unit (14) to thereby protect persons working with the unit.
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