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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0177955A2] A contact element (1) is used for connecting loose power leads (12) to a printed-circuit board (10), which contact element
(1) is electrically conductively connected to the printed-circuit board (10) by means of integrally formed solder tabs (2), and is provided with at least
one opening (6, 8) for holding the power leads (12), in which opening the power leads (12) are clamped in a positive-locking manner such that they
make an electrical contact. The openings (6, 8) preferably have the shape of holes whose diameter is somewhat smaller than that of the power
leads (12). One opening (6) is connected to one of the outer edges (4) of the contact element (1) by a wedge-shaped cut-out (5) which is continued
in the shape of a slot up to the second opening. The contact element is especially suitable for electronic ballast units in compact low-pressure
discharge lamps and makes the removal of oxide from the power leads (12) superfluous. <IMAGE>
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