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Abstract (en)
The invention provides a sealing member in the form of a plate (12) with an aperture (16) therein, and a flexible diaphragm (14) partially overlying
the aperture (16). The diaphragm (14) has an aperture through which a tube or pipe can be passed so as to stretch the diaphragm (14) so that it will
seal around the pipe. Specifically the sealing member is a top plate (12) for a vacuum cleaner dust bag, the apertures being for receiving an inlet
pipe of the vacuum cleaner which draws air through the dust bag for the filtering of same. The sealing member is provided with the diaphragm (14),
applying a material such as a rubber latex which is in fluent condition to provide a ring of the fluent material which overlaps the plate and portion of
the aperlure (16). Whilst in this condition the ring material is cured to form a top flexible diaphragm (14). The rubber latex or the like may be in liquid
form and may be applied by dripping the material from a head which overlies the plate (12) aperture (16) and an insert therein, and by rotating the
head so that the drips when they fall onto the plate (12) and insert coalesce to form a continuous ring (18) of liquid which is held in that condition
and subsequently cured to form the top flexible diaphragm (14).
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