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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0201624A2] The fluorescent lamp (14) is connected in a bridge circuit of electronic switches T1 to T4. This bridge circuit is supplied via
a series circuit consisting of an electronic switching element (TS), a current sensor (I) and an inductor (L). The signals from the current sensor (I)
are compared with threshold values in a comparator (16). The switching element (TS) is alternately opened and closed so that the lamp current (iL)
remains constant within a predetermined band width. The reversing of the polarity of the lamp (14) is carried out by the control mechanism (15) at
relatively large time intervals of e.g. one hour. The time integral of this current is formed during one half period of the lamp current. The current of
opposite polarity is maintained until its integral has reached the same value. In this way, electrophoresis on the lamp 14 is avoided. The balanced
circuit can be operated equally well at different supply voltages and with lamps of different power, without having to carry out any changeovers.
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