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Abstract (en)
A multiple-glazed window unit (20) comprises a pair of glass sheets (22, 24) held in spaced relation to each other by a spacer and sealant assembly
(26) defining a hermetically sealed, insulating air space between the sheets. The spacer and sealant assembly (26) is provided with at least one
opening (42) through at least one pair of opposed legs (50, 52) thereof to put the insulating air space in direct communication with the atmosphere
external to the unit. The openings (42) are sized and configured to allow free movement of atmospheric air and water vapor molecules through the
air space to equalize air space pressure and relative humidity with that of the external atmosphere. A filtering element (40) is employed to minimize
infiltration of liquid water, dust, dirt, and the like through the openings and into the air space. The unit also comprises a sash for retaining the unit
within a structural opening. The sash is provided with glazing pockets for holding the sealed edges of the assembled glass sheets. The base of
the glazing pockets are spaced from the outer surface of the spacer and sealant assembly to provide air passageway chambers therebetween.
Openings are provided through the sash to put the air chambers, and therefore, the air space, in direct communication with the external atmosphere.
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