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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4685609A] The invention concerns an apparatus comprising first and second planar elements, e.g. of cardboard, which may be
assembled together to form a structure, e.g. a cross brace of a bottle crate. Each of these elements has a slit which extends to an edge of the
respective element and into which the other element may be introduced. The slits of the two elements have linear portions which are aligned in
a predetermined direction when the elements are assembled. The slit of the first element is formed to provide a flap which extends transversely
with respect to the predetermined direction and which is pivotable about a folding line which extends obliquely with respect to the predetermined
direction. The second element has an aperture in which the flap is engaged with the elements are assembled. Assembly of the elements in a
mutually orthogonal position permits the flap to be freely pivoted about the folding line without engaging an edge of the aperture, while subsequent
movement of the elements from the orthogonal position to a further position in which they lie against one another prevents the flap from pivoting
freely about the folding line without engaging an edge of the aperture.

Abstract (fr)
L'invention concerne un système d'assemblage de deux éléments plans (1, 2) en une matière semirigide du type dans lequel chacun desdits
éléments comporte, à partir de l'un de ses bords, une fente (3, 4) dans laquelle l'autre élément est engagé, les fentes correspondantes des deux
éléments en position assemblée étant dans le prolongement l'un de l'autre. Selon l'invention, la fente (3) de l'un desdits éléments a un profil tel
qu'elle définit une partie formant un volet (8) en saillie par rapport à la direction générale de ladite fente, ledit volet étant articulé sur ledit élément
par une ligne de pliage dirigée obliquement par rapport à ladite direction générale, et l'autre élément (2) comporte une ouverture (10) dans laquelle
ledit volet est engagé en position assemblée.
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