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Abstract (en)
The combined AFC side discharge unit and integral cutter unit, for use in advance cutting of longwall faces includes an elongate armoured face
conveyor (l0) at one end of which is a side discharge unit (ll), said end being raised relative to the remainder of the armoured face conveyor for
location over the receiving end of a gate conveyor (l3) located in a roadway running back from the armoured face conveyor, an integral cutter unit
(20) is located at the discharge end of the armoured face conveyor (l0) and mounted on the face side thereof. The cutter unit (20) has at least two
rotary bore type cutting elements (22 - 24) overlapping in their rotary paths in a phased manner. The cutting elements (22 - 24) are in line with or
approximately in line with the cutter (l4) of a longwall mining machine mounted on the armoured face conveyor. Ancilliary cutting means (27, 28, 29)
are provided to remove cusps (25, 26) left by the rotary cutting elements (22 - 24). The ancilliary cutting means are located to the rear of the rotary
cutting elements (22 - 24) for operation when the armoured face conveyor is moved forward by means provided therefor.
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