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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4706951A] A plurality of hoppers or bins which are product-loadable from above are uniformly spaced from each other and are
transported along a path of conveyance. The hoppers or bins, each of which is bounded by two walls or faces which are substantially transverse to
the direction of conveyance, pass by a plurality of individual infeed conveyors which are staggerdly arranged in the direction of conveyance. These
individual infeed conveyors possess controllable grippers or clamps which are spaced from one another. These mutually spaced clamps or grippers
are used to load or fill each hopper or bin with a printed product. The mutual spacing of successive clamps or grippers and their circulating speed
substantially correspond to the mutual separation distance or spacing and the circulating speed of the hoppers or bins. In order to accommodate
as many hoppers or bins as possible per unit length of the path of conveyance of the hoppers or bins and still assure the problem-free loading of
the hoppers or bins, each individual infeed conveyor passes over the path of conveyance of the hoppers or bins with its product transfer or delivery
region inclined or sloping towards the path of conveyance. Furthermore, the product transfer or delivery region of each individual infeed conveyor is
provided with a guide plate in order to guide the freely suspended edges of the printed products into the loading or infeed opening of the hoppers or
bins.
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