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Abstract (en)
A method for developing an exposed photographic silver halide emulsion material with reduced sludge deposition including the step of treating said
material with an aqueous alkaline liquid in the presence of (i) a developing agent, (ii) a heterocyclic mercapto compound and (iii) a surface active
agent being an anionic alkylphenoxy polyalkyleneoxy phosphate ester surfactant, and wherein the mercapto compound is a heterocyclic mercapto
compound corresponding to the following tautomeric general formulae (A) and (B): <CHEM> wherein : Z represents the necessary atoms to close a
5- or 6-membered heterocyclic nitrogen containing ring and includes a hydrocarbon group of at least 7 carbon atoms in straight line.
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