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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4819529A] A method, and in particular an automatic method, of cutting parts out from sheet or plate material, the method comprising
the steps of: placing templates (1, 2) having the shapes and sizes of the said parts upon said sheet or plate of material; recognizing the respective
shapes, sizes, orientations, and positions of the templates on the material by means of distinctive signs characteristic of the shapes and sizes of
the respective templates; and cutting out parts from said sheet or plate material along outlines defined by said templates; the method including
the improvement of a further step in which any overlaps (3) between templates are detected and the lines of cut where the templates overlap are
modified either by cutting along a straight line (6) interconnecting the points of intersection (4, 5) between the outlines of the overlapping templates,
or by cutting along an average line (9) equidistant from the outlines of the templates between the points of intersection of the outlines of the
overlapping templates, or else by cutting along the outline (7, 8) of one or other of the overlapping templates, with the type of cut being selected for
each overlap zone as a function of the types of the overlapping templates and of the portions of template outlines concerned, said selections being
suitable for storage in a list of possible types of cut, which list may be consulted immediately after detecting and identifying a given overlap. These
overlap operations may be performed by computer.
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