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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4732257A] The invention relates to continuous transport apparatus whose transport speed is variable. The embodiment illustrated is
a moving walkway in which the load-bearing members are plates, adjacent plates overlapping to present a continuous surface. The load-bearing
members are mounted on respective supports and the variation in speed is obtained by varying the spacing between adjacent supports. The
supports are connected by a flexible link, which is a chain or belt in the preferred embodiment. The link passes round angle-changing members such
as pulley or pinion wheels which are mounted slidably on the supports for movement perpendicular to the track, so that the spacing between the
angle-changing members on a given support perpendicular to the track controls the spacing along the track between the support and the adjacent
support to which it is connected by the flexible link, the positions of the angle-changing members being controlled by guide rails extending along
the track, whose spacing thus defines the transport speed in the corresponding zone of the track. In accordance with the invention, the adjacent
supports are also connected by a further link which, in the described embodiments comprises a scissors having rigid arms so that at the maximum
speed, where the spacing between the supports is maximum, the scissors is at its maximum opening and the flexible link is slackened and the
scissors takes the strain.

IPC 1-7
B66B 21/12

IPC 8 full level
B66B 21/00 (2006.01); B65G 23/00 (2006.01); B66B 21/12 (2006.01)

CPC (source: EP US)
B66B 21/12 (2013.01 - EP US)

Cited by
FR2631324A1; WO8910891A1

Designated contracting state (EPC)
AT BE CH DE GB IT LI LU NL SE

DOCDB simple family (publication)
US 4732257 A 19880322; AT E40338 T1 19890215; CA 1230072 A 19871208; DE 3661902 D1 19890302; EP 0225213 A1 19870610;
EP 0225213 B1 19890125; FR 2588842 A1 19870424; FR 2588842 B1 19871231; JP S62100309 A 19870509; SU 1537130 A3 19900115

DOCDB simple family (application)
US 92109686 A 19861021; AT 86402332 T 19861017; CA 520845 A 19861020; DE 3661902 T 19861017; EP 86402332 A 19861017;
FR 8515591 A 19851021; JP 24826286 A 19861017; SU 4028360 A 19861020

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP0225213B1?&section=Biblio&called_by=GPI
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP86402332&lng=en&tab=main
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19850101&symbol=B66B0021120000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B66B0021000000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B65G0023000000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B66B0021120000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B66B21/12

