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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0225432A2] In a furnace (2) having an inlet (8a, 8b, 8c) and an outlet (9a, 9b, 9c), a plurality of conveying components (a, b, c) for
conveying materials to be heated from the inlet toward the outlet (8a to 9a, 8b to 9b 8c to 9c) are provided in parallel. A plurality of the materials are
continuously loaded on the conveying components at the inlet of the furnace, subjected to heat treatment during the conveying process performed
by the conveying components in the furnace, and successively reach the outlet. In this process, the conveying components are driven at conveying
speeds which are different from each other. Among a plurality of the materials to be heated, these materials which are required to be heated for a
long time are loaded on conveying components which are driven at low speed. As a result, they are conveyed and heated in the furnace for a long
time. On the other hand, the materials which are only required to be heated for a short time are loaded on the conveying components driven at a
high speed and consequently, they are conveyed and heated in the furnace for a short time.
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