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Abstract (en)
A communications system comprising a plurality of component units intended to be connected to a common communication channel to which other
communications systems may also be connected. Each component unit is responsive to signals transmitted on the channel only if the signals are
identified by a unique code allocated to the system of which the component unit is a part. The system allocates its own code in accordance with
a predetermined routine, and transmits a characteristic response on the channel whenever the allocated code is transmitted on the channel by
another system. The code allocated routine selects a provisional code, transmits the provisional code on the channel, monitors the channel for
any transmission of the characteristic response, and allocates the provisional code to the system if the characteristic response is not detected, but
repeats the provisional code selection and transmission sequence if the characteristic response is detected.
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