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Abstract (en)
An apparatus for dispensing paper towels of predetermined length includes a case (1,2), a supply roll (8) of a continuous paper web (5), a
mechanism (33, 35, 63) for advancing the paper web outside the case, a mechanism (85) for at least partially cutting the paper web protruding
from the case, and a motor (64) for driving both mechanisms, the motor shaft being rotated in a first direction until a paper web of predetermined
length is advanced outside the case and then reversed so that the paper advancement is stopped and the paper web is cut. A first unidirectional
coupler (116,120,122) is arranged between the motor and the advancing mechanism and a second unidirectional coupler (115,110,112) is arranged
between the motor and the cutting mechanism to selectively actuate either of the advancing or cutting mechanisms according to the rotational
direction of the motor shaft. The length of the dispensed towel is an integral multiple of an elementary length and the number of elementary
lengths by which the paper web is advanced before being cut is switch selectable. In one embodiment, the start-up circuit includes a photoelectric
arrangement (53,54) affording non-contact type activation of the apparatus by a user, and in another embodiment, which is battery operated,
includes a microswitch (53a) adapted for direct operation by a user.
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