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Abstract (en)
A flatwork ironing machine (10) has an ironer section (12) and a flatwork feeding mechanism (14) adjacent to and integral with the ironer section,
the feeding mechanism comprising a conveyor belt arrangement (22) with suction means (30, 34, 36) to retain flatwork on the belt arrangement and
to "smooth out" flatwork prior to the flatwork contacting the belt arrangement. The suction means (30) to retain flatwork on the belt arrangement is
positioned inside the conveyor belt arrangement and includes a suction box member (30) with apertures (32) in the top surface through which air
is sucked to retain flatwork on the belt arrangement which passes over said top surface of the box member. The suction means to "smooth out"
flatwork prior to the flatwork contacting the belt arrangement includes a suction chamber (34) positioned below the leading edge of the conveyor belt
arrangement (22) and a guide roller (36) positioned adjacent the leading edge of the conveyor belt arrangement.
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