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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4773609A] The present invention concerns an automatic reel loading system for winding apparatus. The system is composed of a reel
diameter detector (4) operating just in front of the reel stand itself, a pulse generator (5) connecting the height detector (4) and to a central computer
(6) comparing the number of pulses issued by the generator (5) to the number of pulses issued by a second pulse generator (7) driven by a gear
working with the teeth of the periphery of the reel turnover plates (8) and thus determining the angular position of these turnover plates (8) and the
position of the arms (9) and of the centering heads (10) fit at the free ends of these arms, until the latter heads are aligned with the axis of the reel
core (11) so as to be seized by them, the arms (9) being guided by at least one guiding means (12) mainly composed of a rail which can be vertical
or curved provided it helps the free end of the reel stand arm ( 9) reach a position where the centering heads (10) are perfectly aligned with the core
of the new reel (11).
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