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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4779026A] To provide for pre-heating of low-power small metal halide high-pressure discharge lamps (1), at least one of the electrodes
(16) is formed as a heater wire by introducing a thin tungsten wire, in V shape, into one end of the elongated bulb (2), and carrying out each one of
the legs of the V, separately, and electrically insulated within an end press seal (4) by parallel foils (10, 11) externally of the bulb. Continuous heater
current is caused to flow through the V-shaped wire electrode, thus heating the discharge vessel, to complete vaporization of the fill. To start the
lamp, the two legs of the V, of the heater electrode, are connected in parallel and across the lamp operating voltage and then a high-voltage pulse
is applied between the V-shaped heater electrodes, for example between one or both of the external conductors and the other electrode (9). Light
output, upon starting, is substantially accelerated from a lamp of this type with respect to non-preheated lamps.
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