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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4793762A] A packing or unpacking machine having conveyor tracks for articles and containers, with transfer units that are guided in a
circular path above these conveyer tracks. Each of the transfer units has a pick-up and carrier head on a support element that can be raised and
lowered. A movement mechanism is provided for generating a relative movement for the pick-up and carrier heads relative to the support elements,
with this relative movement being superimposed over the rotational movement of the support elements, so that during respective rotation of the
support elements, which follow the circular path, the pick-up and carrier heads are moved in a common elliptical or elliptical-like overall path of
revolution. In so doing, the respective pick-up and carrier heads are moved about a vertical axis such that a constant parallel position is maintained
relative to the conveyer tracks. In this way, not only are the pick-up and carrier heads moved in the transport direction of the conveyer tracks for a
period of time that is sufficient to permit reliable pick-up or depositing of the articles, but also a smooth, quiet rotation of the pick-up and carrier heads
in the overall path of revolution is achieved.
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