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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0264596A1] 1. Process for disposal of caustic solution from cleaning machines, in particular bottle cleaning machines (11, 12, 13, 14), by
draining the caustic solution intermittently into associated setting tanks (21, 22, 23, 24), settling of the suspended solids taking place after several
hours so that about 90% of the sediment is precipitated from the caustic solution after which the caustic solution cleaned to a very large extent is
returned to the cleaning machines, while the highly alkaline sludge left as a residue is further treated, characterized in that the sludge and part of
the caustic solution remaining in the settling tank (21, 22, 23, 24) are drawn off and passed to a sludge thickening system (30) in which the sludge
is further concentrated, that the clarified clean caustic solution accumulating in the upper part of the thickening tower (31) is continuously drawn off
and after intermediate storage in a clean caustic solution tank (32) led to a settling tank (21, 22, 23, 24) or a manipulation tank (27), that the sludge
accumulating in the sludge thickening tower (31) is passed through a downstream flocculant station (39) in which a flocculant is added to the sludge,
and that the sludge is subsequently dewatered in a screening container (37, 40).
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