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Abstract (en)
A device for sensing the lateral position of the edge of a longitudinally moving web (2) includes a source (1, 4, 5, 16) of light directed laterally onto
the edge of the web (2). At least one edge of the light from the source (1, 4, 5, 16) is directed non-normally onto the edge of the web substantially in
the plane of the web so that the location of the the edge of the illumination on the edge of the web (2) is dependent upon the distance of the edge
of the web (2) from the source (1, 4, 5, 16) and hence upon the lateral position of the edge of the web (2). A sensor system (6, 7, 8, 9) produces a
signal which is dependent upon the location of the said edge of the illumination on the edge of the web (2), the signal indicating the lateral position
of the edge of the web (2). The source of light (16) may emit a generally parallel sided beam of light, in which case the sensor system (6, 7, 8)
senses the location of the edge of the illumination on the edge of the web. Alternatively the source may emit a single converging or diverging beam
to illuminate a region of the edge of the web (2), in which case the sensor (6, 7, 8, 9) senses the length of the illuminated region.
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