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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0266605A2] A cable television channel selector/descrambler enables the full capabilities of a cable-ready video appliance (e.g.,
television set or VCR) to be used in conjuncton with a cable television system providing unscrambled channels and scrambled premium channels.
A broadband cable signal containing a plurality of television signal channels having different frequencies is passed through a filter to produce a
modified cable signal having one of the signal channels removed therefrom. The broadband cable signal is input to a tuner for selectively tuning only
to scrambled signal channels contained in the broadband cable signal. The tuner is tuned to a scrambled signal channel to be viewed by stepping
through the scrambled signal channels accessible by the tuner until the desired signal channel is reached. A scrambled signal tuned by the tuner
is descrambled and remodulated to convert it to the frequency of the signal channel removed by the filter in producing the modified cable signal.
The re-modulated descrambled signal is combined with the modified cable signal to form a composite signal for input to a video appliance. The
composite signal contains all of the original unscrambled channels together with the selected premium channel which has been descrambled.
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