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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0268528A1] Ignition device for an internal combustion engine using so-called "lean" air-fuel mixtures suitable for the application of a
high voltage electrical power source to the terminals of a spark plug, which source is capable of instantaneously delivering the electrical current
necessary for ignition and good combustion of the mixture. This device, in the high voltage circuit, comprises a means of asymmetrical bi-directional
conduction, series connected to the spark plug (1), this means of asymmetrical bi-directional conduction comprising a thyristor TH1 and a Zener
diode DZ1 connected in parallel to the thyristor but directly energised in the opposite direction to that in which the thyristor is conducting, this Zener
diode also being connected to the gate of the thyristor. <IMAGE>
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